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#GivingTuesday is a global giving movement where millions of 
people come together to support and champion the causes they 
believe in.  THE POINT hopes to raise $20,000 this year.  Can you give 
a “gift of hope” this #GivingTuesday and help us reach our goal? 

You can also support THE POINT this #GivingTuesday by sharing our 
campaign on social media and encouraging your friends and family 
to support THE POINT!

Donations can be made online now at 
https://GiveHopeToday.givesmart.com 
OR via the mail 
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Fall 2021

THE POINT’s Summer Program was attended by over 60 
students, who had fun, made new friends, learned new 
skills, and felt the love of God through our sta� and 
volunteers.  What a ful�lling way to spend the summer!

For the �rst time this summer we had 8 college interns 
from various universities including Penn State, West 
Chester University, University of Pittsburgh, and 
Messiah University.  We also had 5 interns from the 
Coatesville and Octorara High Schools working 
alongside THE POINT sta� and college interns. 

Many thanks to the Chester County Intermediate Unit 
and the Believe and Achieve Foundation for providing 
delicious lunches and snacks for our students in our 

Summer Program.  Every Monday, Wednesday, and 
Thursday, they provided a hot lunch and healthy snack 
for approximately 35, 3rd to 6th grade students.  On 
Tuesdays, they provided the same for 65 students in 3rd 
through 12th grade, that were part of our Summer Bible 
Study.  We appreciate everyone that prepared and 
delivered the meals and are grateful for your service.

Highlights of the summer included basketball, the skate 
park, volleyball, dodgeball, Gaga ball, E-games and 
video games, board games, cooking, science 
experiments and creating masterpieces in our new art 
room.  A visit from the Rita’s Water Ice truck was also a 
real highlight!

Rita’s Water Ice Truck VisitsTrip to Locust Lane Riding Center Making SLIME!

Filled with Fun, Friendships, and the Love of God

(continued          )

The Applestone Foundation
CCRES, Inc.

Connelly Foundation
The Fund for Women and Girls

Grace S. and W. Linton Nelson Foundation

The Gunard Berry Carlson Memorial Foundation
Justamere Foundation

Leo and Peggy Pierce Foundation
United Way of Chester County

Westfield Insurance Foundation

We would like to thank the following foundations who have graciously supported 
THE POINT this summer.

THANK YOU!

The charitable IRA rollover, also known as the Quali�ed Charitable 
Distribution (QCD) is available for donors who wish to make a tax-free 
contribution from the Individual Retirement Account (IRAs) as an 
excellent way to show your support for THE POINT and receive tax 
bene�ts in return.  As you plan your required minimum distributions 
(RMD), consider using your IRA account to make the most of your 
charitable giving.  Remember you must be 70 ½ years of age. 

Donor Advised Funds (DAFs) – gifts from a DAF are a perfect way to 
provide support to THE POINT.  When you fund the DAF, you are 
eligible for an immediate income tax deduction.  Check with your 
�nancial advisor on the terms of setting up your DAF.

After providing for your loved ones, consider a gift 
in your will to THE POINT.  A gift in your will, also 
known as a BEQUEST, allows you to designate a 
percentage of your estate, a dollar amount, or 
speci�ed assets as a gift to THE POINT.   These 
special donors become a founding member of 
The POINT’s Legacy Circle.  For these special 
donors, they will receive updates regularly about 
how your gifts are making a di�erence, and a chance 
to meet other donors who believe in THE POINT’s legacy. 

MAKING YOUR GIFT:  To ensure your gift is properly processed, please 
direct any questions to dshupp@parkesburgpoint.com or 
610-857-3393x102.  Remember the information provided on ways to 
give is not o�ered as legal or tax advice. 
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#GivingTuesday is a global giving movement where millions of 
people come together to support and champion the causes they 

OINT hopes to raise $20,000 this year.  Can you give 
a “gift of hope” this #GivingTuesday and help us reach our goal? 

campaign on social media and encouraging your friends and family 

Donations can be made online now at 
https://GiveHopeToday.givesmart.com 



Meet John Cummings

One of my 
favorite parts of 
my job as 
Executive Director 
is to share with 
those who are 
interested the 
wonderful work 

that our sta�, interns, volunteers, 
and students do to impact the lives 
of others.  This summer was one of 
our most successful, and one in 
which the gifting, dedication, and 
hard work of everyone was on 
display.  Amy Walton took over the 
programming duties from Nancy 
Sykes.  Amy planned and wrote the 
curriculum for our summer Bible 
study series which had over 60 
students attending.  Dana Fogg 
came on board as our Academic 
Coordinator and has already made 

an incredible impact through her 
various programs.  Sanjay Rowe, our 
Outreach Coordinator, along with 
our interns served on campus and in 
the classroom of 7th and 8th 
graders during Octorara Area School 
Districts summer program to 
prepare the students for the fall. 

John Cummings and Andre 
Anderson served as coaches and 
coordinators of our basketball 
program which saw dozens of 
young men travel during the week 
and weekends to compete in 
basketball tournaments all summer. 
Bud Herman and Mia Swayze 
worked to provide excellent free 
lunches for students.  Bud oversaw 
the installation of a gym divider, 
painting of the outdoors basketball 
court, and the building of our new 

art room which will be dedicated to 
Lexi Keasley who passed away in May. 

Churches, despite the ongoing 
pandemic continued to volunteer 
and provide dinner for students as 
well as assist us with our programs.  
We ended the summer with our 
bookbag drive which provided 150 
bookbags and ended the summer 
with our annual weekend beach trip 
to Ocean City New Jersey. 

We knew the kids needed to be 
engaged and our team responded.  
I invite you to read this newsletter 
with the understanding that your 
support and prayers have allowed 
us to meet the needs of everyone.  
Thank you!

For �ve weeks this summer, THE POINT’s sta� and 
college interns partnered with Octorara School District’s 
Summer Literacy Program.  This partnership served as a 
dynamic role in the success of the program and the 
growth and development of the students.  Sta� 
members Dwayne Walton and Sanjay Rowe were 
outstanding leaders who inspired the interns to engage 
in building lasting relationships with the students as 
they provided help in science, math, and reading.  

The interns also had the opportunity to work with 
students in special education classes and meet their 

educational needs.  Interns connected with and 
supported the students' social, emotional, and 
academic growth.  They also created and ran outdoor 
activities to foster team building and a positive school 
climate.  They were always willing to help anywhere 
they were needed and showed maturity and �exibility 
as they adapted to many situations.  It was truly a 
blessing and honor to work with the Octorara Area 
School District and help students become successful in 
the classroom and in life.

A Message from the Executive Director
Dwayne Walton

John has been volunteering at THE POINT for over �ve years.  He is a well
known physical education teacher, teaching 7th and 8th grade students at
Octorara Junior-Senior High School for 29 years.  His relationships with the 
kids at school continue when he sees them in the afternoon at THE POINT. 

When asked why he volunteers at THE POINT, he said, “I need this place 
more than it needs me.”  John believes the kids give him a purpose in life.  
We are so blessed to have John here.  His booming voice, sense of humor, 
and kind demeanor, connect with the kids.  Many students ask, “is Mr. 
Cummings coming today?”  Not only does he love it here but the students 
love having him. 

Dana joined the sta� at THE POINT in May 2021 as our 
Academic Coordinator.  Dana grew up in Chester 
County, graduating from Collegium Charter School, and 
went on to earn a bachelor’s degree in Worship/Music 
and Missions from Liberty University in Virginia.

THE POINT has seen a dramatic change in 
the students and their grades this past year.  
This fall, under Dana’s leadership the 
academic program will be working with 
students that need extra help with 
homework, and working alongside with 
pro�ciency in subject areas that the 
students need.  Dana will be coordinating 
with students, their parents, teachers, and 
tutors to ful�ll that need.  Volunteers will be 
trained about their tutoring expectations 
and di�erent methods to help students 
grasp and master di�cult topics and 
subjects. 

With Dana’s music degree she looks forward 
to also teaching music basics to kids at 
THE POINT including instrument and 
voice lessons. 

When Dana was asked about working at 
THE POINT she commented, “I am beyond 

excited for the opportunities that the students and tutors 
will have to grow, give students strategies and tools to be 
able to succeed academically, and be able to confront 
and overcome challenges in their daily lives.

Welcome to our new Academic Coordinator
Dana Fogg

Meet John Cummings

A special thank you to Locust Lane Riding Center 
which provided horse camp to twelve of our students.  
Not only did the kids learn to ride but also care for 
the horses. 

Tuesdays in July were reserved for Bible Study and this 
year we studied Queen Esther.  Small groups met 
throughout the community at volunteer's homes and 

enjoyed a fun afternoon of 
swimming or visiting local 

attractions like Round 1 or Urban Air.  At the conclusion 
of the study, students had the opportunity to see the 
live performance of Queen Esther at Sight and Sound 
Theatre in Lancaster, PA.

We are so grateful for the donors and volunteers who 
made this summer possible.  Now more than ever, 
students need THE POINT and we were so grateful to be 

able to provide them with so much fun, 
love and support this summer.

Learning to BakeBible Study Groups
Rock Climbing Adventure

(SUMMER AT THE POINT, continued from page 1)

Kids love art!  Lexi loved art.  On 
May 22nd of this year Lexi 
Keasley went home to be with 
the Lord, but not before 
capturing our hearts and 
inspiring us all.  Lexi started 

attending THE POINT with her brother Jordan in 
August of 2020, she had just turned 8.  She came in like 
a wrecking ball, always excited, energetic, and bounced 
from activity to activity.  We o�ered art in the cafeteria 
and Lexi and many of the other students jumped at the 
opportunity to make a mess.  She would have more 
paint on her clothes, hands, and the �oor, than she 
would have on the canvas.  She was colorful and the trail 
of paint she left everywhere was a testament to that. 

Bud Herman and I met and discussed that we needed a 
dedicated art room or Lexi would have the whole 
building as her canvas.  We took a section of our 

obstacle course and built an art room using 4 of our 
high school students supervised by our contractor 
friend, Cameron Killian. 

Before the art room was completed, we received a call 
from one of our sta� that they heard that Lexi was in a 
car accident and did not survive.  This was tragic news 
and everyone at THE POINT was heartbroken.  The art 
room that Lexi inspired is �nished and is used by our 
students daily. It has opened new ways for THE POINT
to impact young people, but it came about because 
little Lexi got paint everywhere.  We love Lexi and we 
miss her.  She is with the Lord and we will see her again.

THE POINT will be dedicating the art room, called Lexi’s 
Art Room, in the fall.  Much of what we do has been 
inspired by the students we work with.  They push us to 
be better and to o�er better services.  We will continue 
to listen to them and serve them with our best e�ort.

Lexi’s art room

THE POINT Partners with Octorara Area School District

THE POINT is thrilled that God has led her to us.


