
THANK YOU  FOR PARTNERING 
WITH US DURING THE CORONOVIRUS PANDEMIC!

WHAT’S
THEPOINT

N E W S L E T T E R

Fall 2020

The Coronovirus Pandemic has had detrimental 
impacts on the students and families we serve.  
Following school closures in March, THE POINT 
partnered with The Octorara School District and served 
as the daily pick-up site for youth ages 0-18 to pick up 
breakfast and lunch (700 meals daily).  Unfortunately, 
the meals were discontinued at the conclusion of the 
school year.  During this time, THE POINT also 
coordinated donations and partnered with The Chester 
County Food Bank and The YMCA to deliver food to 
families each week – speci�cally targeting families in 
remote and impoverished communities.  Each week, 
THE POINT delivered over 500 meals to families in need.  
When Pennsylvania transitioned to the “Green Phase”, 
we revised our strategy to increase support for families 

beyond food with “pop-up programming”.  Each week 
THE POINT coordinated the purchases and packing of 
food bags for 75 families (feeding 373 individuals).  The 
food was delivered to THE POINT on Mondays and 
POINT sta� and volunteers packed the bags on 
Tuesdays and went out together on Wednesdays to 5 
di�erent impoverished communities to deliver the food, 
facilitate games/activities with the students, and inquire 
about needs and pray with the parents.

Additional crisis support was also provided to families in 
need to assist with rent, utilities, clothing, etc.  During 
this time, THE POINT continued its mission with the 
help of the entire community and we say thank you.
 



INTERNS HELP SERVE OUR COMMUNITY

See the video on our YouTube channel, The Parkesburg POINT Youth Center

THE POINT’STHE POINT’S
FIRST VIRTUALFIRST VIRTUALFIRST VIRTUAL

FALL EVENT

On October 22nd, THE POINT hosted its very �rst virtual 
fall event with guest speaker Tim Tebow!  Since Tim 
visited last year to a packed house at Octorara High 
School, we thought he would like to see how THE 
POINT was doing in 2020.

Dwayne and Tim spoke about this how THE POINT has 
adapted during the pandemic.  Tim, who spoke to the 

Octorara football team last year, talked to the team with 
words of wisdom and advice.  Dwayne even does a 
word association game with Tim that is fun to watch.  
During the week we held a silent auction which was 
quite successful.  The goal was to raise $45,000 and to 
date we raised close to $60,000. What a blessing!!  
Thank you to everyone who participated and 
sponsored the event.

The Covid-19 Pandemic forced most non-pro�ts to rethink how they could 
bring the bene�ts of their programs to clients in new and e�ective ways.  At the 
outset of the pandemic and shutdown we at THE POINT realized that to serve 
our community we needed more sta� support.  We also realized that many 
college students were home and had nothing to do.  As per our Strategic Plan, 
we launched our intern program and hired several college students to help 
with our summer outreach program.  These interns helped pack and distribute 
food throughout the summer.  They led Bible studies and activities for students, 
prayed with parents, all when we delivered food to their communities. 

School reopened at the end of August and students had to work from home, in 
response we launched our Access POINT program and our interns served as 
supervisors for small groups of students to ensure schoolwork was completed. 
Recently, we went back to our normal after school recreation and nutrition 
programming and the interns have been essential to it running smoothly.  They 
run all the activities, engage the students with conversations, keep the facility 
safe and clean, and help led Bible studies with the students. 

Our interns have created new opportunities for THE POINT to impact our 
community.  They are intelligent, motivated, energized, and creative.  They 
serve the community daily by working with students to support their 
academic, physical, emotional, and Spiritual development.  THE POINT has a 
bright future with these young interns powering our community outreach.  

(From the top) Andre Anderson, Genevieve LeFevre – Penn State, Mandy Houck, Alex Lantz – West Chester 
University,  Katie Stoltzfus, Travis Lankford – Delaware County Community College, Terryonna White – 
Pennsylvania Leadership Charter School, Dom London – Florida Gulf Coast University, Nick Songster – Lancaster 
Bible College



 

We are told to always look for the silver 
lining in every situation no matter how 
terrible it may be.  Over the last 8 
months we have collectively 
experienced one of the most di�cult 
times in this nation’s history.  We have 
all had to shelter in place, quarantine, 
get tested, and mourn with family and 
friends who have lost loved ones.  
What is the silver lining in all of this?  
This will be di�erent for all of us but for 
THE POINT we have seen God’s 
blessing in three areas. 

One, we have been able to deepen our 
relationship with our community.  
Changing our operations to address 
food insecurity necessitated that we 
go out and meet parents and get a 
fuller understanding of the living 

situation of some of our constituents.  
We received so much appreciation 
from the parents of the kids that 
attend THE POINT.  We were able to 
pray with them and cry with them 
deepening our sense of community. 

Two, we realized the impact that young 
interns can have to the mission of this 
organization.  In order to serve families 
and students while keeping safe, we 
had to hire interns.  Many of the interns 
are college students who were a�ected 
by school closures.  They stepped up to 
the challenge and transformed our 
ability to serve our community.  Their 
energy, excitement, out of the box 
thinking, and love for Jesus and the 
community has inspired us all and 
made THE POINT a better organization.

Finally, THE POINT has been forced to 
be �exible and to �nd new ways to 
accomplish our mission in these 
uncertain times.  Flexibility is an 
important characteristic in these trying 
times.  From partnering with Octorara 
in order to distribute food to students, 
to launching our Access POINT 
program, THE POINT has learned to 
morph our operations to meet the 
current needs of our students while 
still emphasizing and accomplishing 
our mission.  The silver lining in all of 
this is that despite all the challenges 
we face, THE POINT is supported by 
generous donors, compassionate 
volunteers, committed churches, and 
dedicated sta� and volunteers. 

A MESSAGE FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
DWAYNE WALTON

ADDIE GRADUATES FROM CAIRN UNIVERSITY
A few years ago, we did a short video on Addie and she also spoke at our annual dinner.  We 
were all celebrating because she was going to Cairn University.  Fast forward to today and Addie 
will be graduating in December!  Addie remembers her time at THE POINT and says, “THE POINT 
gave me a chance to live a life I thought wasn't possible.  I thought that way for a while till Nancy 
and Dwayne called me and told me that I had to wake up at 5 am the next day to go visit a 
college they thought was a perfect �t for me.  They were not wrong; it was a perfect �t for me.  
After my �rst semester, I said to my grandmother that I felt like I was home when I was at 
college.  Cairn has an energy to it that I have not felt anywhere else, it is a good energy.  If it were 
not for THE POINT, Dwayne or Nancy, I think I'd probably still be working at the laundromat or 
getting into trouble.  My life is very di�erent from before I started college to my life now.  Wow, I 
cannot even say how di�erent it is without crying a little.  I went from not having something 
stable to being overwhelmed by the amount of support and love from those around me.  I have 
met so many people on campus that have come from situations like mine.  I watched how they 
did not let it bring them down but instead they used it to build themselves up.  After being at 
Cairn for 4 years, I learned that you cannot control everything but the one thing you can control 
is how everyday life a�ects you.  I feel like I have truly grown in Christ since I've been here.” 

During Addie’s time at Cairn, she became student government vice president as well as working 
on campus.  Addie also has several avenues to pursue including a job or pursuing a law degree 
but we know whatever she chooses, she will always remain in our hearts at THE POINT. 



The Brandywine Health Foundation
The Connelly Foundation
Dutchway Farm Markets

The Lasko Foundation

The Philadelphia Foundation
W.W. Smith Charitable Trust

The Nelson Foundation
United Way of Chester County

Thank You to the following foundations and businesses 
that supported THE POINT during this pandemic!

DEVELOPING SUCCESS CLUBS
In the month of September, THE POINT was able to 
pilot a new program called Success Club, developed 
to address the needs of the most vulnerable youth. 
This program developed by Jose Rodriguez, CEO of 
Rescue a Generation is a 10 week program that walk 
students through a coaching process leading them to 
be successful in all areas of life.  Students are 
encouraged to identify areas of struggle in their lives, 
take responsibility for their failures, set short term 
goals, and develop relationships with mentors. 

We piloted Success Club with middle school and high 
school students who were a part of our Access POINT 

academic support program.  Students were broken into 
groups and supervised by our interns who helped to 
walk them through each week’s topic.  Jose Rodriguez 
and his team used Zoom to video chat with our group 
and train the interns on how to run the Success Club. 
Topics include; Thinking Successfully, What Does 
Success Look Like, Little Things Matter, and The Key to 
Success is Never Giving Up.  Our pilot program allowed 
us to gauge the response and engagement of students, 
which we found to be very positive. 

The next step is to continue training our interns 
and hosting Success Club on school campuses.  
This will allow us to impact even more students 
from various school districts who can’t attend THE 
POINT regularly but are desperately in need of 
guidance and direction.  

We have found that a signi�cant number of 
students have barriers to success, including 
trauma, poverty, absent parents, distractions, 
general apathy toward education, and the bad 
habit of procrastination.  These obstacles 
combine to make academic success impossible.  
Success Club through its coaching paradigm and 
challenging topics can help these students 
escape what they see as inevitable failure.



Nancy fought hard for the community of Parkesburg – POINT students and parents.  She allowed God to 
work through her as she prayed for each person she helped.  And she always was ready to support a need, 
whether it was professional or �nancial help, academic or personal help.  Her deep faith, energy, and hope 
for those she encountered has inspired us all.  — Amy Walton

We would like to thank 
Nancy Sykes for her many 

years of service to THE POINT. 
Nancy began as a volunteer, then board member, and 
�nally joined the sta� as the Program Director.  Nancy 
recently moved to Peachtree City, Georgia to be close 
to her family and her only grandson Grey.  We wish 
Nancy the best in her new endeavors.

We asked Nancy why she became involved at THE 
POINT.  Nancy said, “I was originally drawn to THE POINT 
because I learned that over 25 churches worked 

together to help make THE POINT happen.  I believe 
where there is unity, God commands a blessing! 
(Psalm 133) I knew THE POINT was blessed by God.  As 
I got more involved at THE POINT, I saw the heart of 
the sta� and volunteers; were people invested in 
sharing God’s love with young people, and helping 
these young people catch a vision for why God put 
them on planet earth.  The investment is huge as it 
carries on to helping students’ families, being there 
when students stumble or are hurting, and teaching 
kids to just have fun!  Who would not want to be a part 
of THE POINT?”

THANK YOU NANCY SYKES!

By leaving your legacy at THE POINT, you will be providing a future �lled with hope for 
many of our students for years to come.  Your legacy gift will touch the lives of students 
who have dreams but no way to achieve them.  We are interested in talking with you 
about gifts dedicated to the future of THE POINT including:  

These are all ways you can ensure THE POINT and its programs will continue.  If you have 
made any of these designations or are interested in talking with us about leaving your 
legacy at THE POINT,  please contact Debbie Shupp at 610-857-3393x102 or 
dshupp@parkeburgpoint.com. 

Leave A Legacy of Hope to THE POINT

A gift from your IRA or designating THE POINT as a bene�ciary in 
your IRA
A gift of a paid life insurance policy you no longer need
A legacy gift through a will, trust or in your estate plans 
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DECEMBER 1, 2020
#GivingTuesday is a global giving movement where millions of people come together to support and 
champion the causes they believe in. THE POINT hopes to raise $20,000 this year.  Can you give a “gift of 
hope” this #GivingTuesday and help us reach our goal? 

You can also support THE POINT this #GivingTuesday by sharing our campaign on 
social media and encouraging your friends and family to support THE POINT!

Donations can be made online now at 
https://POINTGiving.givesmart.com OR via the mail 


