
On a balmy fall day, the John Gillen Memorial Skate 
Park opened at The POINT.  The dream for years had 
been to one day open an outdoor skate park and now 
the dream has become a reality.  In the past, many kids 
skated at The POINT’s indoor skatepark, including John 
Gillen, who helped many of the younger kids learn to 
skate.  During that time, we saw many of our skaters 
lose their lives to the opioid epidemic.  According to 
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Dwayne Walton, Executive Director, he wanted
to do something to remember the young people 
who succumbed to opioids.  Dwayne spoke to the 
Gillen family about dedicating the skate park in John’s 
memory and after raising money for many years, today 
was the beginning of a new skate park open to all 
POINT kids.  Thank you to everyone who donated to 
make this dream a reality.

The POINT’s SKATEPARK 
Grand Opening

FOCUS ON

December 3, 2019
#GivingTuesday is a global giving movement where millions of people come together to support and
champion the causes they believe in.  The POINT hopes to raise $20,000 on #GivingTuesday and the � rst
$5,000 will be matched by a generous donor.  Can you give a “gift of hope” this #GivingTuesday and help
us reach our goal?

Donations can be made online at http://bit.ly/POINTGivesHope OR via the mail.

You can also support The POINT this #GivingTuesday by sharing our campaign on social media and
encouraging your friends and family to support The POINT!

Over 1,000 people 
packed the Octorara High School 
auditorium on a fall evening to 
hear Tim Tebow share his heart.  
Tim is known for demonstrating his 
faith on the football � eld including 
wearing Bible versus on his eye 
black in college and dropping to 
his knee in prayer, later known 
as “Tebowing”.

On this evening, Tim took the time 
to speak to the audience and the 
Octorara football team about his 
faith and his life. 

A BIG thank you to Freedom Life 
Church for helping to usher and 
entertain the crowd.

TIM 
TEBOW
made The 

POINT’s fall 
fundraiser

a Night 
to Shine!
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Dear Community Partner, 

Every school year brings new opportunities for us here 
at The POINT.  We are seeing many new faces from areas 

outside of our local community.  One 
volunteer recently commented 

that they did not recognize any 
of the kids. This new reality 
opens up opportunities to 
empower more youth and 
their families with the good 

news of Jesus Christ.  We have 
the opportunity to develop 

these students and see lives 
transformed.  

On the other hand, new students 
bring new challenges; we are 
reminded that many of our 

students come from di�  cult 
situations and have experienced 

trauma in many forms.  This motivates us to continually 
surround them with loving, caring sta�  and volunteers 
and provide exciting and impactful programs 
that encourage resiliency and growth.  We have 
strengthened our relationship with local churches, 
the Octorara School District, and other organizations 
that address the needs of families in our community to 
ensure that we are o� ering critical support to our youth 
and their families in time of need.  

A rise in enrollment also means an increase of needs to 
be met.  Our sta� , volunteers, and donors continue to 
work hard and sacri� ce in order to increase our capacity 
to reach more students.  This newsletter will give you a 
better sense of all the good things that are happening 
at The POINT and how your support makes an impact.  

In his Service, 
Dwayne Walton, Executive Director 

The Academic Enrichment Program, under the direction of 
Sanjay Rowe, serves to enrich students in academics and 
life goals.  We understand that most of the students we help 
stem from single parent households.  Because one parent 
has to do the work of two, there is a lack of time to cope 
with the demand of their child’s homework.  Through the 
kindness of many volunteers and donors we are able to create 
an environment in which students come Monday through 
Thursday 4:00 pm – 5:00 pm and receive support and materials 
to get their homework done, along with a quiet and safe space 
to grow and talk about their day at school.

Creating a Successful 
Environment for 
Homework & Learning

If you are volunteering or visiting The POINT, you 
will be greeted by a smiling Terryonna, who joined 
our sta�  this fall.  Terryonna is a senior at PALC’s 
(Pennsylvania Leadership Charter School).  She is 
certainly a bright spot for all who enter The POINT.  

Stop by and say hello!

Welcome Terryonna
to the Front Desk

A Message of Resiliency and 
Growth from Dwayne Walton

The POINT VOLUNTEERS

When Beth Davis was 53 years young she and her daughter participated in 40 mile 
walks for the Multiple Sclerosis Society following a frightening experience Beth 
had with an MS episode herself.  After these walks, Beth decided to make a Coast 
to Coast walk to bene� t The POINT.  She drafted letters to family, friends and her 
church asking for support.  The support came in and she completed her walk.  
Since then she walked 165 miles on the Camino Way up the rocky coast of Portugal 
and across northern Spain.  Last year she rode 390 miles from Bu� alo to Albany on
the Erie canal with friends and then rode from Pittsburgh to Washington on the 
Great Allegheny Passage and the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal riding 350 miles. 

She had the opportunity to walk 192 miles across England on the Wainwright 
Path accompanied by a long-time friend and twelve other people from around 
the world.  They averaged 15 miles per day while walking along sheep paths, 
streambeds and climbed over rocky moors.  They walked from St. Bees on the Irish 
Sea to Robin Hood’s Bay on the North Sea.  There 
were blisters from hiking and � ats to change when 
biking, but Beth said that challenges are good for 
one’s prayer life and risk-taking has its due reward. 

The POINT is thankful for volunteers like Beth 
who have taken The POINT to many countries 
throughout the world.  Through Beth’s dedication 
she has raised over $6,000 for The POINT.  Thank 
you Beth and we look forward to your next 
adventure. 

We are so blessed to have such a large base of volunteers who commit so much time 
and love to our programs at The POINT.  Volunteers from every pocket of Chester and 
Lancaster County serve every night we are open during the week and even during our 
special events on the weekends.  One program, Girls’ Night, has blossomed over the 
years because of volunteer commitment.  On November 1st, 31 volunteers committed 
their Friday night to cook, teach, lead, craft, dance, laugh, learn, and love 76 girls who 
attended the event.  The harvest is plentiful at The POINT, but in this case, so are the 
workers.  We want to say “thank you” to those who serve our community in such a 
great way – positive foundations are being laid, and the results are noticeable.

Consider Tax-Free Giving
from your IRA

Here’s How it Works:
You can donate up to $100,000 each year without incurring 
income tax on your withdrawal.

Here’s the Process:  
You direct distributions in the amount of your choosing from 
your traditional or Roth IRA to The POINT.  This can be a one-time 
or recurring gift.  The best part is the distributions go directly to 
The POINT and are NOT subject to federal income tax.

Making Your Gift:  
To ensure your gift is properly processed, please have all checks 
directed to the address below.  It is also important that you 
contact us about the gift at 610-857-3393 x102.
The Parkesburg POINT
P.O. Box 731, 700 Main Street, Parkesburg, PA 19365

If you are 70 ½ or older, you can make a tax-free distribution 
from your Traditional or Roth IRA.

Thank you from all of us at The POINT!

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT – BETH DAVIS
Stays Healthy While Supporting The POINT 
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