M I S S I O N of The POINT
The Parkesburg POINT Youth Center exists to empower youth and their families to live victoriously
by offering a safe, engaging and Spirit-filled environment. We achieve our mission by partnering
with over 400 individual volunteers as well as local churches, businesses, schools, judicial systems
and the police to holistically address the needs of the most vulnerable youth in our community.
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YOU Can Help
Support The POINT

Donations of cash or checks made to The Parkesburg POINT.
Donations online by credit cards, www.parkesburgpoint.com/give
Bank to bank transfers - this is simple, easy, and cost free.
Complete a one time form and we will begin the process.

SAV E THE DATE
Let’s get to The POINT with Philadelphia Superbowl
Champion, JORDAN HICKS!
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 23, 2018
Doors Open: 6:00pm | Program Begins: 7:00pm
Jordan says this year’s team was special! They were a
brotherhood of believers that said No God, No Glory!
Their faith carried them to the Superbowl
Championship. At the time, they may have not
recognized that God was behind the whole thing!

Monthly Gifts - via credit card, check, or bank to bank transfer.
We accept matching gifts from your employer.
Gifts of stock & securities.
Please consider The POINT in your will.

Contact dshupp@parkesburgPOINT.com with any questions or ideas on supporting The POINT.

For tickets: https://thepoint_jordanhicks.eventbrite.com
Adults: $25 | Students under 16: $15
For more information: 610-857-3393 or email:
dshupp@parkesburgpoint.com
Sponsorships available.

700 Main Street | Parkesburg, PA 19365 | 610-857-3393 | www.parkeburgpoint.com

VOLUNTEERS

A Message from the Executive Director,

Dwayne Walton

Over the last 15 years, The POINT has built its name on a commitment to engage the youth of Chester
County with the message of Jesus Christ and the hope that comes from that very message. Thousands of
youth have been inspired and impacted by our strong Christian values of love, hope, and faith.
2017 was a year where we saw this commitment in new and profound ways. A few highlights include a
successful fundraising Dinner in April which raised over $90,000. We heard from Adriana Swick, a POINT student who has taken advantage
of the Point Lighthouse scholarship to attend Cairn University despite growing up in poverty, homelessness, and abandonment.
In the summer we began to bus students from a mobile home park which has been successful as many students who could not attend The
POINT due to distance, can now attend one night a week. Our commitment to the most vulnerable drives us to find new ways to outreach
to Chester County residents who live in secluded areas or otherwise forgotten locations.

Volunteer Highlight –

Lee Strobel, like many of you recognizes the importance of an organization like The POINT being available to young people. This annual
report highlights all that it takes to make this all possible. The financial commitment from our donors coupled with our fiscal responsibility
is just one example of what it takes for The POINT to be present and impactful. Please celebrate with us all that God has done through you
the donor, our staff and administration, and our board of directors.

A Message from the 2017 Board Chair,
As president of the board in 2017 I can look back and feel confident
that The POINT has taken important steps towards fulfilling
our mission. We are in the middle of a three-year strategic plan
that will help us improve in various areas and ultimately help us
empower youth and their families to live victorious in life (as our
mission states). This strategic plan has led us to add important
staff positions, be more intentional in training future leaders, better
evaluate programs and their effectiveness, strategically prepare
for a financial healthy future and develop a system that will better
identify the many talents/skills of our volunteers and donors. In
addition, we have added two new members (Erin Beaver and Doug
Mento) to our committed team of board members.

Ron Bare

God has continued to have HIS hand on
The POINT. We have been blessed with
an extremely talented and passionate
staff that handles the day to day work in a God honoring and
effective manner. There are many stories of how lives are
being impacted for the good and the spiritual, emotional and
physical needs are being met in our families. Thank you to each
staff member who work hard to use their talents and to the
volunteers and donors who commit many hours and dollars to
make it all possible, may God bless you and your families as you
partner with The POINT to make an eternal impact!

In Memoriam

of Reitzel and Doris Swaim
Reitzel and Doris Swaim were instrumental in the creation of The Parkesburg POINT.
Reitzel, who was born and raised in Parkesburg always maintained the idea of
supporting his local community. Until the end, Reitzel and Dwayne met on a regular
basis to discuss The POINT and its future. The POINT would not exist if it were not
for Reitzel and his wife Doris, who preceded Reitzel in death, and their commitment
to this community and The POINT. We would like to thank the family of Reitzel and
Doris for their continued support and commitment.

Dan Bruner

Dan was raised in a Christian family which always cared for him and met his every need. Dan says “When
I volunteer at The POINT, I see kids from all different backgrounds and lifestyles very different from my
own. Some of the kids lack discipline, some don’t, but they all want the same thing and that is to be
loved and appreciated for who they are. It just breaks my heart to see kids in need so I try to influence
the ones I can in a positive way with God’s help. It means the world to me to see these kids in five or ten
years and they recognize me and thank me for what a difference I have made in their lives.”

We opened our doors to a group home which houses young men who are in the foster care system. Many of these young men have never
known a family and have lived most of their lives in an institution. We have seen hope enter their lives as they hear the love of Jesus.
In what could be considered the highlight of the year, The POINT hosted Lee Strobel for our fall fundraiser. What an exciting night! Lee
spoke with conviction as he shared his own journey to Christ. Lee noted in his speech that his life would have turned out even better if he
had a place like The POINT!

IMPACT REPORT

Why

Parkesburg Baptist Church Supports The POINT

My first introduction to The POINT came in 2015, when I was in
conversation with the PBC Search Committee about a call to be
their new Pastor. I was so thrilled to find, even in such a small
community, this wonderful ministry making a difference for Christ
in the lives of young people. I was so impressed at the way that
something like 30 local churches helped to support this ministry
and came together to provide a meal to these students five nights
a week. It was a definite plus for me that PBC had a heart to join in
ministry with The POINT.
After meeting Dwayne and Amy and volunteering several
times myself, I am even more grateful for their work and for the
opportunity to be in partnership together. I love that The POINT
doesn’t “just” provide Bible Studies, doesn’t “just” provide a safe
environment and fun activities, or even “just” meals. It rolls
all of those things up and more, offering them help in school

work, in job skills and
learning how to present
themselves when
applying for jobs or
college and any place
else in their lives where
they need help. The
many volunteers are there
because they love Jesus
and love kids. I love that
some of the staff are folks who have themselves had their lives
turned around by this ministry. I feel confident that whatever we
do for or invest in The POINT is going to reap bountiful and eternal
rewards for the Kingdom of God.
Grace & peace, Rev. Mary Lewis

Academic Achievements
68% of students feel more motivated academically since coming
to The POINT

67% of students are doing better in school since coming to The POINT
93% of students have set goals for post-secondary education
and/or employment

77% of students plan to enroll in a college/tech school post-high school
Social & Personal Development
87% of students feel more confident
88% of students feel better about themselves
93% of students made new friends at The POINT
Behavioral Changes
75% of students said they are getting in trouble less since
coming to The POINT

79% of students said The POINT helps them avoid alcohol
79% of students said The POINT helps them avoid drugs
69% of students said The POINT helps them avoid sex
83% of students said The POINT helps them avoid skipping/
dropping out of school

*Data was collected from our core students who actively participated in our After-School Program during the 2017 school year.

Volunteers...

FINANCIALS

it takes a village!

Our Volunteer base at The POINT Youth Center is abundant and thriving, and we couldn’t be
more blessed. It is a true testament to the heart of God’s people who will come from every
denomination, location, and vocation to share the love of Christ with those who are most
vulnerable. Twenty churches and individuals from the community, come each month to The
POINT and serve a meal, pray for the organization and with our students, share a devotional, spend
time with the students, and join our programs to help our kids thrive. Our volunteers’ time is not
conditional — they do not always know a students’ background or personal struggle, but they
do know that they have been called by God to share his hope and love. Our volunteers make our
programs possible and we depend on them greatly. When you say, “It takes a village…” and add
the hope of the Gospel, the POINT volunteers couldn’t be more on board.

20

CHURCHES
Volunteer Monthly

485

INDIVIDUAL
Volunteers

2017 REVENUES

2017 EXPENSES
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